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HZ BRS, Chap. IX. Ver. 27. 


It is appointed unto men once to die, but after 
Otwithſtandin g the truth and importance of this 
doctrine, the temptation of -worldly pleaſures 


this the judgment, 
N is ſo prevalent, that the ſtrongeſt arguments too 
frequently, loſe their force, when they are brought to con- 


vince us of our vices, becauſe we eſteem nothing worthy 


of attention, that is urged againſt our uſual and determined 
courſe of life, 


Men are infatuated by the deluſive enjoyment of their 
preſent happineſs without the leaſt apprehenſion, that they 
muſt certainly be diſappointed in the end, by the natural 
decay of their inclinations, and the great uneaſineſs they 
muſt feel, © when the days ſhall come, in which they 
* will be obliged to confeſs, that they have no pleaſure i in 


&« them.” 


The authority of ſcripture, and the experience of all 
ages are undoubted proofs of this obſtinacy and hardneſs of 
heart. While we are in health and proſperity, we abuſe 
B ; thoſe 


[6] 
thoſe affectionate marks of God's goodneſs, and refuſe to 
obey him, who is the gracious Giver of ſuch bleſſings, but 
when our life draws towards an end, we ſhall be forced to 
acknowledge him, and to tremble at his appointment of 


death and judgment. 


THEN as there will be a great change in all other 
things, as joy will be turned into forrow, pleaſure into 
pain, hardneſs of heart into fear, and pride into deſpair, 
ſo will there be a great alteration in opinion and judgment. 
— What confeſſion of folly! — What acknowledgment 
of error! — What hearty ſorrow for having wearied our- 
* ſelves in the way of wickedneſs l Tuxx the wiſdom of 
God, which was contemned by the wiſe of this world, 
will appear in its original brightneſs, and demand that ap- 
probation which it always deſerved. | 


When the awfulneſs of his divine Majeſty ſhall make a 
deep impreſſion upon the hearts of worldly men, and their 
own weakneſs ſhall concur in giving it the moſt powerful 

influence, their ſtate muſt be moſt melancholy and deplo- 
rable. What tongue can expreſs their miſerable ſituation, 
when the' fatal ſentence ſhall be pronounced againſt them — 
This night fhall thy ſoul be required of thee ;” when 
nothing they have heaped together with ſuch labour and 
toll, and in which they had fo much confidence, will ſup- 
port 
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port them any longer, but rather afflict them from this 
wretched conſideration, that they muſt leave it! — What 
a vain boaſt will it then be to ſay, that they have lived in 
pomp, and dignity, and honour, when all is now paſſed 
away like the remembrance of a gueſt that tarrieth but 
« a day!” 


The wild ſchemes of ambition, and the narrow purſuits 
of avarice will end in diſappointment and ruin, for we 
cannot help believing, that of what ſtate, age, dignity, or con- 
dition ſoever we may be, we, who have now all the ſtrong 
appearance of health, and at preſent think that period to 
be at a great diſtance, muſt ſhortly be forced to ſubmit our- 
ſelves to a bed of ſickneſs, and there, after the laſt ſtrug- 
glings with death, muſt not only yield our body to the 
worm, but our ſoul to the juſtice of Heaven, for our be- 
haviour in this life, For as it is appointed unto men once 
e to die, ſo after death the judgment.” 


The certainty of which may be proved from many rea- 


ſonable arguments. 


The unequal diſtribution of things in this world, and the 
univerſal vanity diffuſed through the whole compaſs of 
human life, are ſufficient to ſtrengthen and confirm us in 
the expectation and belief of a future ſtate, it being very 

inconſiſtent 
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inconſiſtent with the goodneſs of God, to bring ſuch crea- 
tures into a vain as well as tranſitory world, if it was not 
in order to ſomething better hereafter; if he had not in- 
tended us for any other ſtate but this, to remain here for a 
ſhort time, and then to ſink into nothing again, he either 
would not have made us at all, or elſe have confined our 
capacities to the narrow limits of worldly objects; and 
therefore ſince we find ourſelves ſo much above them, may 
we not from hence conclude, that there will hereafter be 
another and a better life, where God will regulate all theſe 
unequal diſpenſations, bleſs us with enjoyments equal to 
our faculties, and puniſh the wicked, and reward the good 
in a future judgment ? 

Again, the natural beauty and amiableneſs of virtue 
would have very little influence upon the generality of 
mankind, if there was not ſome more powerful motive to 
ſecure the eſteem and practice of it, ſo that there ſeems to 
be a neceſſity for a future judgment, to keep men ſteady in 
their duty ; becauſe however they may deceive themſelves 
with the hopes of eſcaping from the unequal diſtribution of 
juſtice in this world, yet there can be no poſſibility of de- 
ceiving him, © who knoweth every word in their tongue, 
and who will render to every man according to his 
works; indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguiſh 


upon all thoſe who obey not the truth,” 


And 


19 


And the more fearful theſe threatnings of a future judg- 
ment are, the more illuſtrious does the mercy of God ap- 
pear, who is ſo tender of his creatures happineſs, that he 
ſeems determined to alarm thoſe into a reformation of life 
by the ſeverity of his wrath, whom he cannot engage to 
his ſervice by the tenderneſs of his love. 


Theſe, and many other reaſons of the ſame kind may 
be urged for the ſupport of this doctrine, but we have theſe 
arguments ſo ſtrongly enforced, and made ſo perfectly con- 
cluſive by the immediate revealed word of God, that it is 
quite unneceſſary to produce more of them, and, not to 
multiply proofs from ſcripture, it is expreſly declared, © that 
“ he will judge the ſecrets of men by Jeſus Chriſt accord- 
ing to the Goſpel.” 


From the certainty of death and a future judgment let 
us go on to conſider the proper uſe and effect of it. 


This ſhould make us diligent to keep God's command- 
ments, and to continue ſtedfaſt in the paths of virtue, for 
though they are ſometimes difficult to perſevere in, yet do 
they ever lead to honour, happineſs, and eternal life ; but 
if we let the love of pleaſure, or the deceitfulneſs of riches 
divert us from our duty, we ſhall ſoon find ourſelves betray- 
ed, and at laſt undone, becauſe they are always attended with 

C pre- 


10 
preſent uneaſineſs and remorſe, and the ( end of them is 
« death.“ | 


Much better therefore will it be to lay up a treaſure of 
good works than of great riches, and to look upon inno- 
cence as the trueſt wiſdom, and then, though we may be 
poor and deſtitute, in the mercy of God, and the inte- 
grity of our own hearts we ſhall find ſufficient comfort 


to ſupport us. 


In the hour of death, and in the day of judgment we 
ſhall rightly underſtand the ineſtimable value of a conſcience 
void of offence, and an hope full of joy and immortality. 
Then we ſhall find the continuance of that happineſs, 
which the uprightneſs of our heart has adminiſtred, and be 
fully convinced how much it outweighs the pleaſures of fin, 
and the ſeverity of repentance, and that even the moſt rigid 
| auſterity had been well recom penſed by the ſuſtaining con- 
ſolation of this one moment. 


Would men but ſeriouſly think with themſelves, that they 
muſt in a ſhort time draw towards their laſt moments, 
that nothing will remain with them but the remembrance 
of their paſt life, and that death will remove them into the 
preſence of the great and impartial Judge eternal, when all 
their evil deeds will riſe up in judgment againſt them, it 

muſt 


11 


muſt axyakin them from their ſin, and * them fear 
him, © who hath power to caſt into hell.” 


Let it then be our firſt and moſt reſolute determination 
to put ourſelves into ſuch a condition, in which we 
may not be afraid, that either death or judgment ſhould 
find us. © Let us have our loins girded about, and our 
“ lamps burning, and let us be like unto men that wait 
« for their Lord, for the ſon of man cometh at an hour, 
„ when we think not:” and this ſurely ſhould be a pre- 
vailing argument with us to be always watchful and diligent, 
for our bleſſed Lord hath foretold, © that as a ſnare ſhall 


ce it come on all them that dwell on the face of the earth.” 
If nothing farther were neceſſary to be conſidered than 


that we mult one day give an account of all our actions, and 
receive the juſt recompenſe of reward according to their qua- 
lity and degree ; this St. Peter urges as a very ſtrong argu- 
ment, the day of the Lord will come, in which the Hea- 
« vens ſhall paſs away with a great noiſe, and the elements 
* ſhall melt with fervent heat; the earth alſo, and the works 
ce that are therein, ſhall be burke up. Seeing then all theſe 
e things ſhall come to paſs, what manner of perſons ought 
« ye to be in all holy converſation and godlineſs, looking 
« for. and haſting unto the coming of the Lord!“ But it 
adds great weight aad force to this reaſoning, if we confider 

| that 


2 
ee r 
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that we may be ſurprized at any time, that this very night 
the living and the dead may be called to judgment. 


God Almighty out of his unbounded goodnefs has con- 
cealed the preciſe time from us in order to create awe and 


vigilance, that by not knowing exactly when our Lord will 
come, we may be always watchful and prepared, leſt he 
ſhould come upon us unexpectedly. 


Let us apply all our diligence and ſtudy to improve 


the preſent opportunity and time of life, which are all we 


can properly call our own, leſt death ſhould come upon us 
ſuddenly, and judgment find us unprepared, and as no 
man knows which ſhall be the laſt opportunity of making 
his peace with God, let every one © ſeek him betimes while 
« he may be found.” 


The fear of death and the terror of judgment are not to 
be avoided by any other means, and he who has purſued 
theſe will patiently expect his diſſolution, chearfully meet 
death, and freely reſign his ſpirit into the hands of his mer- 
ciful redeemer with this comfortable aſſurance to himſelf, 
that he has diligently laboured in his vocation, © and his 
« rejoicing is this, the teſtimony of his conſcience, that in 
« ſimplicity and godly ſincerity he has had his converſation 
« in the world.” 


This 


1s 


[ r3 ] 


This is the true and only acceptable preparation for death, 


ſo conſtantly recommended and fo forcibly enjoined by the 
Gofpel. 


Convinced of this truth, and in an exact chriſtian con- 
formity to theſe rules your late excellent Paſtor lived and 
died, and it were an unpardonable neglect at this time not 
to preſs upon you the influence of his great example. 


A very few years have paſſed between my rejoicing with 
you at the pleaſing hopes of his recovery, and now la- 
menting with you at his death. It was God's good plea- 
ſure, that you ſhould no longer be bleſſed in the enjoy- 
ment of him, and it is your duty to reſign him, though 
not with indifference, yet with this humble ſubmiſſion to 
heaven — Thy will be done!“ 


To ſpeak of him as he deſerved is impoſſible ; however 
I cannot paſs over in filence ſome of thoſe virtues, which 
want only to be mentioned in order to be admired. 


In illuſtrating his character, and paying this reſpectful, 
but unworthy tribute to his memory, I ſhall confine myſelf 
to what my own knowledge, and that indulgent familiarity, 
which I was for many years honoured by him, gave me a 


full opportunity of obſerving. 
Db His 


(14) 
His reading was great and extenſive, his obſervation upon 
what he read diſcerning and judicious, and his memory fo 


ſtrong and retentive as rarely to be equalled, ſo that hardly 


any author of eminence was unknown to him; from 
whence he collected that treaſure of learning for which he 
was ſo remarkable : but in the laſt years of his life he 
confined himſelf entirely to what he had always moſt 
delighted in, the reading of the holy ſcriptures in the ori- 
ginal, and obſerving how much they exceeded all other 
writings in ſublimity and wiſdom, 


Nor was it the leaſt part of his merit, that this ſuperior 
knowledge was tempered with humility and moderation, 
to thoſe who differed from him in opinion. He looked 
upon zeal even for the truth as unchriſtian, when it was 
not exerted with charity and good-will. 


At the ſame time, notwithſtanding his great acquire- 
ments, his was not a knowledge, © that puffeth up ;” for 
while he was equal to the moſt knowing, he preferred the 
conſcious ſatisfaction of deſerving praiſe to all the vain and 
laboured commendations, that learning in. all it's pride 
could ever aſpire to. In this he diſcovered an extraordinary 
greatneſs of mind by ſuppreſſing every ſecret impulſe, 
which might give the leaſt ſuſpicion to mankind, that he 
thought vainly of himſelf, 

| He 
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He was ſo obſervant of that apoſtolical ;njunion & not 
to think of himſelf more highly than he ought to think,” 
that he was contented without the reward as well as prarſe 
which was ſo juſtly due to him. He looked down with 
contempt upon the meanneſs of ambition, and deſpiſed 
the pride and pomp of this world ; he was happy in that 
humble ſtation in which God had been pleaſed to bleſs 
him, and added an uncommon luſtre to it by his great 
abilities. The uniform chriſtian rule of his life was to re- 
member, that © GopLiness is great riches, if a man be 
“ content with that he hath, for we brought nothing into 
the world, neither may we carry any thing out.” 


In every the minuteſt action of his life he was above all 
that inſidious cunning and wicked knowledge of the 
world, which is ſo much the pride, but at the ſame time 
the diſgrace of human nature. This purity of diſpoſition, 
and innocence of heart always led him to think favour- 
ably of others, and he would often ſay, that it was im- 
poſſible for men to be ſo abandoned, as they were ſome- 
times repreſented to him. He had no baſe or unworthy 
deſigns of his own, and was therefore above ſuſpecting them 
in others. No man ever more juſtly deſerved that affectio- 
nate commendation of his bleſſed Maſter; © behold an 


Ifraelite indeed, in whom there is no guile!“ 


In his ſocial character he was molt amiable and lovely: 


there was ſuch an engaging ſweetneſs in his temper, as diſ- 
penſed 


penſed eaſe and joy to all FR were about him, and mw. 
ſwerably proved the pleaſure of religion, and the char 


nels of virtue. 


* 


His family received from him all the gentleneſs and love 
of a moſt affectionate and tender huſband, of a moſt gene- 
rous and indulgent father. His care was daily exerted: to 
promote and ſecure their happineſs, and indeed his life, like 
the patriarch Jacob's, was bound up in the life and proſpe- 
rity of his children. 


Of his alta relation to you too much can never be 
faid ; for“ he was the good ſhepherd ” and devoted him- 
ſelf to the care and protection © of the ſheep.” Through 
a long term of years, until he was broken by ſickneſs and 
age, he watched for your ſouls as one that muſt give ac- 
* count.” His labours were conſtant, punctual, and un- 
wearied ; his doctrine plain, ſimple, and chriſtian ; his life, the 
beſt of all inſtructions, artleſs, innocent, and irreproachable. 


So great was his love for you, that, from his late illneſs 
to his death, nothing gave him more real concern than his 
being diſabled from returning to the perſonal continuance of 
his duty to you, whoſe ſpiritual and eternal welfare was 
committed to him. 


In all other reſpects this interval was ſpent with the 
* . as he had nin all his be days, 
waiting, 


ſr 24 2-4] 
e waiting,” in a pious expectation of his diſſolution, until 
is Lord ſhould call him ;” and his death, ſudden as it 


. , could not find him unprepared ; for whether his © Lord 


& came at even, or at midnight, or at cock crowing, or in 


- © the morning, he was ſure of finding him ready.” This 


made the time of his departure ſo comfortable and happy 
to him, ſor he retained the greateſt eaſe of mind as well as 
body to the laſt, and his dying expreſſion was, that us 
FELT NO PAIN ; after which he gradually and gently © fell 
" aſleep, and now reſts for ever from his labours.” 


« Weep not therefore for him, but weep for — 
that the faithful Paſtor, the pious Preacher, the affectionate 
Miniſter to all your ſpiritual infirmities is taken from you. 


The beſt way to ſupply this loſs is daily to follow thoſe 
inſtructions, and carefully to engraft in your own hearts all 
thoſe exalted virtues, by which he was once fo uſeful to 
you, and will for ever remain a fit and venerable object of 
imitation to thoſe of his own order. 


Thus when the days of your pilgrimage ſhall be finiſh= 
ed, you alſo will be able to meet death with the ſame reſo- 
lution and calmneſs, and at laſt be entitled to the ſame hap- 
py falutation in Heaven, which he is ſure of receiving ; 
Well done, good and faithful ſervant, enter thou into 
* the joy of thy Lord !” 


F I NIX. 
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